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TTTTThe Idaho Fhe Idaho Fhe Idaho Fhe Idaho Fhe Idaho Foundaoundaoundaoundaoundation ftion ftion ftion ftion fororororor
PPPPParararararks and Landsks and Landsks and Landsks and Landsks and Lands

The Idaho Foundation for Parks and Lands is a statewide public benefit
privately funded organization whose mission is to preserve and protect open-
space lands and unique natural, scenic settings for public benefit through
various flexible conservation methods.  It was formed in 1972 following the
lengthy and involved process of accepting the Harriman donation in eastern
Idaho in which not only land but also a share of voting stock needed to be
transferred.

In its 30-year history the Foundation has rendered its services at less
than 1percent of the value of its land assets.  The Foundation contributes to
long-term economic benefit as a partner in sustaining quality-of-life for the
citizens of this state.

The Foundation has been most fortunate in acquiring a considerable
portion of its inventory by donation.  The dynamic fit of the Foundation
holding property, some of which could be used as a match for Land & Water
Conservation projects, has decelerated with a diminishing LWCF state
apportionment.  The last property transfer under this program occurred in
1988. Following are properties in the program.

• Hemingway family Taylor Bear Track Williams Fishing Preserve.
$95,000 donated in two separate conveyances to the State.  Used to match
Harriman Master Plan.  Located in Lincoln County, transferred in 1974-75.
Now managed by the Idaho Department of Fish and Game.

• Veteran’s Memorial State Park, Phase II, located in city of Boise.  Boise
Cascade Lake, 35 acres and one-mile circumference with accessible fishing piers,
was donated to the State for a match amount of $65,000; transferred in 1977.

• Treaty Rock located in the city of Post Falls.  3.63 acres of historical
and archeological significance; transferred to the city of Post Falls and
matched for its full value of $30,000 in 1977.

• McCall Mill Park, 1.8 acres and 560 linear feet of waterfront on
Payette Lake.  Matched $269,000 of its appraised value of $560,000.
Transferred to the city of McCall in 1980.

• Penitentiary Canal Bike Path, located in Ada County alongside the
Barber Pool Conservation Area.  Almost 35 acres of the Pool transferred to
Ada County in 1988 for a match of $197,500 to assist with the completion
of this important segment of the Greenbelt.

For more information, contact:
Idaho Foundation for Parks and Lands
5657 Warm Springs Avenue
Boise, Idaho 83716-8700
Telephone:  208-344-7141
email:  ifpl@mindspring.com
website:  www.idaholands.org
FAX:  208-344-5910
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Idaho Recreation and Park
Association

The Idaho Recreation and Park Association (IRPA) is an organization
consisting of park and recreation professionals and lay persons who are
interested in and involved in providing and promoting park and recreation
services to residents and visitors of Idaho. These services include providing
recreational activities for all ages, needs and interests; providing park and
recreation facilities for all interests and abilities, as well as the professional
management of these services.

Current membership in the association totals more than 240 members,
and is made up of municipal, county, district, state, federal, private and
business professionals associated with park and recreation products, plus
board members, students and volunteers.

The mission of the IRPA is to serve members and support their effort
to enhance Idaho’s quality of life by promoting the preservation, growth, and
development of park and recreation services to benefit the health and well
being of our people, our communities, our economy, and our environment.

This mission is further emphasized in the association by-laws as follows:
• To organize all levels of park and recreation personnel and interested

lay people, for the purpose of promoting, broadening and improving park
and recreation services, personnel and the profession.

• To assist in the promotion of standards of administration, supervision,
leadership, safety, compensation, program facilities and professional ethics.

• To encourage and promote adequate programs of pre-service and in-
service training, for professional and non-professional recreation and park
personnel.

• To stimulate closer cooperation and coordination between the various
agencies-–public, private, commercial, education and industrial–engaged in
park, recreational and related services and hold membership herein, if
deemed necessary.

• To publish a newsletter and other bulletins or communications for
dissemination of information concerning activities and interests of the
association.

• To act as an agency for representing and protecting the interests of
recreation and park personnel and field staff.

• To encourage study and research on matters of professional interest.
• To study existing park and recreation legislation. To promote and

sponsor new legislation and additions and betterment to existing legislation
in the field of public, private, commercial, education and industrial
recreation services.

• To be aware of sociological and technological changes and be prepared
to meet them as they arrive.

To further strengthen the association and its benefit to the citizens of
Idaho they continue to emphasize and promote the creation of partnerships.
These partnerships include tourism providers, universities, utilities, health
organizations, and various commercial providers.
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Idaho Recreation and
Tourism Initiative

The Idaho Recreation and Tourism Initiative (IRTI) is the umbrella
group for coordinating outdoor recreation policies, programs and projects in
Idaho. The Initiative started in 1988. Principal partners include the Idaho
departments of Parks and Recreation, Commerce, Fish and Game and
Transportation; US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of
Reclamation and National Park Service; and such private sector entities as
the Idaho Campground Owners Association and the Idaho Outfitters and
Guides Association. The Initiative works to:

• Improve recreation and tourism information for the public.
• Improve recreation and tourism opportunities for the public.
• Provide high-quality recreational and tourism services to the public.
• By working together, all entities save money and serve the public

more effectively. The Initiative has been responsible for:
• Initiating the annual Idaho Governor’s Conference on Recreation

and Tourism.
• Initiating action that led to creation of a State Scenic Byway System.
• Annually updating and publishing the Idaho Campground

Directory.
• Completing the Idaho Wildlife Viewing Guide and the Scenic

Byway brochure.
• Maintaining a 1-800 phone system and an Internet web page.
The Initiative facilitates SCORTP planning goals, strategies and the

periodic update of SCORTP.

Contact: IRTI Coordinator Jack Lavin
Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation
5657 Warm Springs Avenue
Boise ID 83716
Phone: 208-334-4199
Email: jlavin@idpr.state.id.us
 Website: www.idoc.state.id.us/irti
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Association of Idaho Cities
Helping cities get the most for their citizens for the least expenditure of

city funds is the bottom line for recreation or any other service. More than
three out of every five Idahoans live in cities. They utilize city parks in their
hometowns, but they also use recreational facilities nearby, on county-
owned, state-owned and federal property.

High on the Association of Idaho Cities priority list is developing
recreation facilities. Administration can often be accomplished by
partnership activities with the Department of Commerce, local chambers of
commerce, county and federal governments and private sector involvement.

Cities need access to parks for their citizens – whether the parks and
recreation areas are located within city limits or not. Highways, roads and
bridges must be kept in good repair for recreational purposes. Security and
safety are important.

Many greenbelts and bicycle paths require direct cooperation from city,
county, federal and private owners for their continuity along rivers and
scenic routes.

Cities want to be included in planning processes early, so they can plan
and zone for the use of such areas. Long-range planning is crucial.

Money is tight in the public sector. Land developers must plan for open
space, landscaping and park facilities within their subdivisions, because city
budgets cannot keep up with growth needs in Idaho today. Health and safety
expenditures must come before recreation and it is in the best interest of
community development to include such aesthetic and recreational buffer
zones within their neighborhoods.

The overall environmental impact must be considered in park
planning, with considerations of sound levels, scenic perspective, habitat, air
and water quality and possible future conditions considered when
recreational usage is contemplated. Again, long-range planning is critical to
the Association of Idaho Cities.

• Cities must be included in early planning processes, even when sites
are not presently within or near to a city. Idaho is growing and its cities are
spreading.

• Cities need funding information and knowledge. How can they go
about land-trades; what grants are available; what are the possibilities for
sharing costs; how can they get more money to establish park areas?

• State and federal agencies need to provide concise, easy-to understand
information about planned recreational developments regarding the
environment, accessibility, safety, traffic impact and impact and possible
business benefits within cities as a result of tourism projects. Most Idaho
towns do not employ water quality experts, environmental engineers,
transportation or trade experts. They require information the general public
can understand.
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Idaho Department of Fish
and Game

The Idaho Department of Fish and Game was established in essentially
its present form in 1938 to preserve, protect, perpetuate and manage the
wildlife of Idaho and “provide for the citizens of this state and, as by law
permitted to others, continued supplies of such wildlife for hunting, fishing
and trapping” (Idaho Code, Section 36-103). Since 40 percent of all Idaho
residents and thousands of non-residents bought a hunting or fishing license
in 1990, the Department is firmly associated with outdoor recreation
management in Idaho.

The Department’s guiding principles relative to fulfilling its mission are
outlined in A Vision for the Future: Idaho Department of Fish and Game Policy
Plan, 1990-2005. Specifically, guiding principles that relate directly to
outdoor recreation include:

•The Department will advocate that fish and wildlife receives equal
treatment with all other resources in land and water management decisions.

• The fish and wildlife resources of Idaho belong to the residents of the
state and, while national interests will also be considered, these resources will
be managed for the recreational and other legitimate benefits that can be
derived by the residents of Idaho.

• Fish and wildlife management will be designed to provide a variety of
consumptive and nonconsumptive recreational opportunities, as well as
scientific and educational uses.

• Fish and wildlife habitat and populations will be preserved, protected,
perpetuated, and managed for their intrinsic and ecological values, as well as
their direct benefit to humans.

• The Department will support sport fishing, hunting and trapping as
traditional and legitimate uses of Idaho’s fish and wildlife resources.

• The Department will manage wildlife at levels that provide for
recreational opportunity but do not result in significant damage to private
property.

• The Department will promote and conduct training and educational
programs that emphasize sportsmanship, outdoor skills, ethical outdoor
behavior, the needs of fish and wildlife, and the wise use and appreciation of
fish and wildlife resources.

• The Department will provide information on Idaho’s hunting and
fishing to identify recreational opportunities and to meet specific
management goals.

• The Department will emphasize individual recreational opportunities
rather than promoting contests, competitions or activities that might result
in commercialization of fish and wildlife resources.

• On land open to the public, the Department will advocate access that
provides a variety of fish-and-wildlife-associated recreational opportunities
while achieving habitat and population management goals.

• The Department will cooperate with sportsmen and landowners to
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minimize negative aspects of outdoor recreation on private lands and to
ensure the continued availability of access to them, by permission, for
wildlife associated recreation.

• Agreements with other governing agencies will be developed to ensure
cooperative management of fish and wildlife resources is shared.

• The Department will advocate land management practices that
protect, restore and enhance fish and wildlife habitat, especially habitats such
as wetlands and riparian areas that benefit a wide variety of fish and wildlife
species.

• Cooperation and assistance will be provided in the development of
fish and wildlife management plans and educational programs where benefits
accrue to the general public.

• The Department will oppose the issuance of outfitting licenses and
special use permits where the impacts to fish and wildlife resources are
unacceptable or the opportunity for non-guided recreation is significantly
impaired.

• The Department will actively support and participate in efforts to
protect or enhance the quality of water in Idaho’s lakes, rivers and streams.

• The Department will oppose legislation, land and water use activities,
policies or programs that result in significant and unwarranted loss of fish
and wildlife habitat or populations and will advocate project designs that,
either mitigate, minimize or eliminate such losses.

The Department’s long-range goal in the area of public recreation is to
ensure the long-range viability of fish and wildlife populations that provide a
wide mix of consumptive and nonconsumptive recreational opportunities
available to the greatest number of potential clients possible and to help
ensure that public access to exercise those opportunities is maintained.

Attainment of that goal demands that the Department continue to
respond to many challenges, including:

• Maintenance of healthy ecosystems, featuring clean, pure water and
healthy vegetation of appropriate types and in sufficient quantity to meet the
needs of fish and wildlife year-round.

• Education of an increasingly urbanized population concerning the
biological requirements of organisms, the wise management and use of
resources, and elements of ethical outdoor behavior.

• Establishment of sportsmen access points to public lands statewide, in
cooperation with other land management agencies, to allow sportsmen
opportunities to pursue their preferred activities.
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Idaho Department of Parks
and Recreation

VVVVVisionisionisionisionision
We are innovators in outdoor recreation, committed to excellent service

and resource stewardship.  We foster experiences that renew the human spirit
and promote community vitality.

MissionMissionMissionMissionMission
• To promote the general welfare and enhance the quality of life for
present and future generations by developing and protecting, where
needed, the State’s significant natural and cultural heritage.

• Providing high-quality recreation opportunities by providing
customers with a suitable setting for recreation, and maintaining the
desired ecosystem condition.

• To promote the appropriate use of recreation as a means of enriching
society and the wholesome enjoyment of life.

• To provide a balance between individual rights and what is best for
the common good.

• To educate and lead people to a part of the natural world.

• To touch the lives of all Idahoans in some positive way.

• To work with other agencies and groups who are interested in the
goals we may have in common.

• To maintain close contact with constituent concerns and represent
their needs to the department.

• To be visionary in providing policy, direction, and leadership to staff.

• To advocate adequate funding for the agency’s activities.

RRRRRoles and Roles and Roles and Roles and Roles and Responsibilities Responsibilities Responsibilities Responsibilities Responsibilities Relaelaelaelaelated toted toted toted toted to
Outdoor ROutdoor ROutdoor ROutdoor ROutdoor Recrecrecrecrecreaeaeaeaeation and tion and tion and tion and tion and TTTTTourismourismourismourismourism

House Bill 138 of the 1965 Legislature stated: “It is the intent of the
Legislature that the Department of Parks and Recreation shall formulate and
put into execution a long-range, comprehensive plan and program for the
acquisition, planning, protection, operation, maintenance, development and
wise use of areas of scenic beauty, recreational utility, historic, archaeological
or scientific interests, to the end that the health, happiness, recreational
opportunities and wholesome enjoyment of the life of the people may be
further encouraged.  The legislature finds that the state of Idaho and its
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subdivisions should enjoy the benefits of federal assistance programs for the
planning and development of the outdoor recreational resources of the state,
including the acquisition of lands and waters and interests therein.”

In addition to these enabling responsibilities, the IDPR has been
provided legislative authority for the following:

• Adopt, amend or rescind rules necessary for the administration and
the use and protection of park and recreation areas subject to its
jurisdiction.

• Make expenditures for the acquisition, care, control, supervision,
improvement, development, extension and maintenance of all lands
under the control of the department.

• Enter into partnerships with other state entities, whether to seek or
provide assistance in the improvement or development of lands or
properties controlled by the board or any other department or agency
of the state.

• Appoint local and regional park and recreation advisory groups,
including the recreational vehicle advisory committee, waterways
improvement fund grant advisory committee, and off-highway vehicle
advisory committee.

• Cooperate with and secure agreements with both the United States
and its agencies, and local governments of the State for the purposes of
acquiring, supervising, improving, developing, extending or
maintaining lands which are designated as state parks, state monuments
or state recreational areas.

• Construct, lease or otherwise establish public park or recreational
privileges, facilities and conveniences and to operate said recreational
services and to make and collect reasonable charges for their use or to
enter into contracts for their operation.

• Prepare and maintain a comprehensive plan for the development of
the outdoor recreational resources of the state.

• Develop, operate and maintain outdoor recreational areas and
facilities of the state and to acquire lands, waters, and interests in lands
and waters for such areas and facilities.

• Establish, develop, supervise and maintain through cooperative
agreement, lease, purchase or other arrangement the Idaho recreation
trail system.

• Administer the State Waterways Improvement Fund for the
protection and promotion of safety, waterways improvement, creation
and improvement of parking areas for boating purposes, making and
improving boat ramps and moorings, marking of waterways, search and
rescue, and all things incident to such purposes including the purchase
or real and personal property.
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• Administer the state off-highway motor vehicle account for the
acquisition, purchase, improvement, repair, maintenance, furnishing
and equipping of off-road motor vehicle facilities and sites or areas used
by off-road vehicles on public or private land, and to assist the
enforcement of laws and regulations governing the use of off-road
vehicles.

• Administer the federal recreational trails program for environmental
and safety education programs, maintenance and restoration of existing
recreational trails, development and rehabilitation of trailside and
trailhead facilities and trail linkages for recreational trails, purchase and
lease of recreational trail construction and maintenance equipment, and
construction of new recreational trails (with restrictions for new trails
on federal lands).

• Administer the recreational vehicle account for the acquisition, lease,
development, improvement, and maintenance of facilities designed to
promote the health, safety, and enjoyment of recreational vehicle users.

• To promulgate rules to improve boating safety on Idaho’s waters,
including adopting standards for safe operation and equipment of
vessels, and to foster the greater development, use and enjoyment of the
waters of the State.

• Conduct investigations, including public hearings, to establish and
amend a list of threatened or endangered wildflowers and shrubs.

Customer PrCustomer PrCustomer PrCustomer PrCustomer Profofofofofileileileileile
PPPPParararararksksksksks
Idaho’s 27 state parks log between 2.5 and 3 million visitor days each

year.  More than 2 million annual visits are made by people who use the
parks for recreation during the day.  About 65 percent of those visitors are
Idahoans.  Of our 300,000+ campers, 43 percent are residents.

BoatingBoatingBoatingBoatingBoating
Nearly 400,000 people boat Idaho’s waters each year.  There are more

than 81,000 registered motorboats and sailboats, and approximately
100,000 non-motorized vessels such as rafts, canoes, kayaks and dories.  The
number of registered vessels is growing by approximately 3 percent annually.
Much of this increase is attributed to the rapid growth in the use of personal
watercraft, which are themselves growing at a 15 percent annual rate in
Idaho.

RRRRRecrecrecrecrecreational eational eational eational eational VVVVVehiclesehiclesehiclesehiclesehicles
The number of recreational vehicles licenses in Idaho continues to

grow.  In calendar year 2002, 84,469 motor homes, travel trailers, truck
campers, tent trailers, and van conversions were licensed statewide.  This
number has increased from 75,319 in 1985.



215215215215215

Appendix

SSSSSnononononowmobileswmobileswmobileswmobileswmobiles
Snowmobiles are an increasingly popular form of recreation

transportation in Idaho.  Idaho has more than 52,000 registered
snowmobiles.  The registration fees from these snowmobiles support the
grooming and maintenance of 8,000 miles of snowmobile trails–the most of
any western state.  Idaho’s snowmobile trail system is located throughout 28
counties.

OOOOOff-Hff-Hff-Hff-Hff-Highway Mighway Mighway Mighway Mighway Motorizotorizotorizotorizotorized ed ed ed ed VVVVVehiclesehiclesehiclesehiclesehicles
Off-highway motorized vehicles (ATVs and off-highway motorcycles)

are a popular form of recreation transportation in Idaho.  Idaho has more
than 67,000 registered off-highway motorcycles and ATVs.  The number of
registered off-highway motorized vehicles has grown 46 percent in the past
five years.

NNNNNon-Mon-Mon-Mon-Mon-Motorizotorizotorizotorizotorized ed ed ed ed TTTTTrail Urail Urail Urail Urail Usersserssersserssers
Non-motorized trail users include hikers, runners, walkers,

rollerbladers, bicyclists, equestrians, cross-country skiers, and snowshoers.
Non-motorized trail users desire a wide variety of trail opportunities from
urban greenbelts to remote backcountry trails.  Idaho’s population of non-
motorized trail users continues to grow as Idaho’s population continues to
increase.

RRRRResouresouresouresouresourcescescescesces
Outdoor Recreation Resource Number
Parks      27
Camping Units 1,753
Park Visitor Centers      11
Boat Launch Sites      29

Total Acres Managed – 43,183

Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation
PO Box 83720
Boise ID 83720-0065
Phone: 208-334-4199
Website: www.idahoparks.org
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Idaho Transportation
Department

The mission of the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) is to
provide a quality transportation system that is safe, reliable and serves the
needs of the traveling public, commerce and industry. The Department has
the responsibility to provide roadside rest areas, landscaping and the
enhancement of the aesthetic, natural and historic values of the highway
corridor and its immediate environment.

The activities, funding programs and state highway system make
significant contributions to the state’s outdoor recreation and tourism
program. The State highway system sustains 71 percent of the total miles
traveled in the state. In addition, the Division of Aeronautics provides
recreational airstrip facilities such as tables, fireplaces, toilets and drinking
water at airstrips located primarily in the scenic mountain areas of the state.

It is federal transportation policy to promote increased use of bicycling,
to accommodate bicycle and pedestrian needs in designing transportation
facilities for urban and suburban areas and to increase pedestrian safety. ITD
is responsible for the implementation of these policies in the state of Idaho.

Legislation was enacted in 1991 to support this national transportation
policy called the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA).
These policies were continued with the Transportation Equity Act for the
21st Century (TEA-21) The term “intermodal” refers to a network or system
of connected or interrelated modes of transportation. Some of these modes
include the personal automobile; local transit such as buses and light rail;
aviation and high speed-trains; bicycles and other non-motorized vehicles;
and walking. Although not all of these modes are used throughout Idaho,
the State still has an extensive “intermodal” transportation system.

TEA-21 offers significant opportunities for federal-aid funding of state
and local transportation projects. There are six sources of funding support
available for transportation planning, facilities and programs:

• National Highway System Funds
• Surface Transportation Program Funds
• Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement Program Funds
• Federal Lands Highway Funds
• Scenic Byways Program Funds
• National Recreational Trails Fund

Goals and ObjectiGoals and ObjectiGoals and ObjectiGoals and ObjectiGoals and Objectivvvvveseseseses
The Department has identified major goals and objectives that reflect

the policies of the ITD Board and funding strategies to meet transportation
needs. Several of these relate to or affect recreation and tourism.
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Planning of a Balanced, Multimodal Transportation System
• Partnerships with government and community groups to strengthen the

prioritization, funding, construction and maintenance of transportation
systems.

• Implementation of national highway-related initiatives.

The Need to Preserve and Develop the State Highway
Infrastructure to Provide an Optimal Level of Traveling Safety
and Enhanced Access to Markets and Services.
•Preservation of pavement conditions by effective highway maintenance and

restoration cycles.
•Preservation and development of rural access to markets and emergency

services.
•High-priority corridors need special consideration for funding.
•More effective citizen involvement in the planning process.
•Traffic signing and signalization.
•Access to all national and state parks, monuments and recreation areas.
•Improved rest areas and tourist information centers on Idaho’s highway

system.
• Transportation research and the implementation of state-of-the-art

technology.

Identification and Maximization of Funding Mechanisms to
Support the Continuing Development and Maintenance of
Highways, Transit, Rail and Air Services
• Balanced taxing and funding mechanisms to support the construction and

maintenance of state and local transportation systems.
• Sources of funding to support transportation development.
• Equitable public/private funding program to support selected

transportation projects.
• Continuous and measured improvement in cooperation, collaboration and

communication resulting in more effective partnerships with other public
and private entities, to optimize use of the available resources.

Planning and Development of a Balanced Aviation
Transportation System and Aviation Services
• Maintenance and development of a system of aviation facilities and

aviation policy to meet the aeronautical needs of the state.
• Ensure that state-owned access airports and emergency airports are

adequate to meet general aviation user needs.
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Idaho Department of Water
Resources

Water and waterways are important settings for outdoor recreation and
tourism activities that occur in the state. Several activities occurring within
the Planning and Policy Bureau in support of Idaho Water Resource Board
(Board) programs consider the recreation and tourism resources of the State.
These programs include the development of a state comprehensive water
plan and administering the Minimum Streamflow Program. These maintain
important resource values that benefit or enhance recreation. IDWR
provides technical assistance in administering these programs.

The Idaho Legislature passed the Comprehensive State Water Plan Act
(H.B. 780) in 1988. The Act directs the Board to formulate, adopt and
implement a comprehensive state water plan for conservation, development,
management and optimum use of all unappropriated water resources and
waterways in the state for the public interest. The plan evaluates water
resource uses in the planning area and may recommend additional water
policy and resource management options.

Each comprehensive state water plan must contain a description of the
water resources and related economic, cultural and natural resources; a
description of existing and planned uses of these resources; and the goals,
objectives and recommendations for improving, developing and conserving
the water resources. Concerning recreation and tourism, the state water plan
inventories, describes and considers recreational opportunities, scenic values,
fish and wildlife and natural and cultural features. The state water plan also
describes naviga,tion, power development, energy conservation, irrigation,
flood control, water supply, timber, mining, livestock watering, domestic,
commercial, municipal and industrial water uses and other aspects of
environmental quality and economic development (Idaho Code 42-
1734A(3)).

A comprehensive state water plan may designate waterways possessing
outstanding recreation, scenic, fish and wildlife and/or geologic values as
state protected rivers. They are protected under a “Natural” or “Recreational”
river designation. A State-designated Natural River is free of substantial
human-made structures and the riparian area is largely undeveloped (Idaho
Code, 42-1734(7)). A Recreational river may contain some human-made
development within the river channel or riparian area (Idaho Code, 42-
1734(9)). Recreational designation allows for more flexibility in selecting
what activities will be allowed within the river channel. These designations
are made only if the Board determines the value of preserving the water is in
the public interest and outweighs developing the river for other beneficial
uses. State protection may prohibit the following activities from occurring
within an area bounded by the high water mark:
• Construction or expansion of dams or impoundments
• Construction of hydropower projects
• Construction of water diversion works
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• Dredge or placer mining
• Alterations of the stream bed
• Mineral or sand and gravel extraction

Under a Natural river designation, all six of these activities are
prohibited. Under a Recreational river designation, the Board may
determine which activities are prohibited and the conditions under which
those activities not prohibited may go forward. State designation is reviewed
every five years, or can be amended by the Board if it determines revisions
are in the public interest. The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) must consider these plans during hydro project licensing.

Another program concerning recreation and tourism roles and
responsibilities is the Minimum Streamflow Program. A minimum
streamflow, or instream flow, is a water right where water is not diverted, but
remains in a given reach of a stream channel or lake to protect recreation,
aesthetic beauty, fish and wildlife habitat, aquatic life, water quality,
navigation and/or transportation. The instream flow right is held by the
Board and is the minimum flow or lake level (not the ideal or most
desirable) necessary to protect defined values. Minimum streamflows are
filed on unappropriated waters. Existing water rights with earlier priority
dates must be satisfied before the water is allowed to remain in the stream
channel. In order for a minimum streamflow to be granted it must also be in
the public interest and be capable of being maintained.

To administer these programs the Board relies on the technical
assistance of the planning staff at the IDWR. Staff support includes the
following:
• Maintenance of a natural resource database related to water planning

activities.
• Analysis of natural resource data using a geographic information system

(GIS), statistical and descriptive methods.
• Preparation of technical documents in support of planning activities.
• Formulation of water policies for incorporation into the statewide water

policy plan.
• Oversight of interagency cooperation in natural resource planning.
• Management of the Board’s Minimum Streamflow Program.
• Oversight of FERC hydropower licensing activities.
IDWR coordinates these activities with the appropriate federal, state and

local agencies to obtain available information about recreation activities
and opportunities and management objectives.
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National Park Service
The United States was the first nation to establish national parks:

Yellowstone, Yosemite, Sequoia, Mount Rainier and Crater Lake were among
the first. With parks like these as examples, the United States became a
leader in the worldwide movement to set aside public park lands.

In 1916 Congress established the National Park Service (NPS) within
the Department of the Interior. The dual mission of the Service, as identified
by Congress at its inception, has remained valid as the system evolved. The
Service is to manage the parks: “. . to conserve the scenery and the natural
and historic objects and the wildlife therein” and “. . to provide for the
enjoyment of the same, in such manner and by such means as will leave
them unimpaired for future generations.”

ManaManaManaManaManaging the Naging the Naging the Naging the Naging the National Ptional Ptional Ptional Ptional Pararararark Systemk Systemk Systemk Systemk System
Nationwide, there are now 385 parks in the National Park System.

Units of the National Park System in Idaho are City of Rocks National
Reserve, Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve, Hagerman
Fossil Beds National Monument, Minidoka Internment National
Monument as well as most of the sites of Nez Perce National Historical Park
and part of Yellowstone National Park.

On the front lines and behind the scenes in these parks, National Park
Service employees strive to ensure each park visitor has a unique, enjoyable
and educational experience.

BeBeBeBeBeyyyyyond the Boundariesond the Boundariesond the Boundariesond the Boundariesond the Boundaries
The National Park Service’s professional staff also reaches out beyond

National Park System boundaries to improve park and recreation
opportunities throughout the United States. In partnership with state and
local government and private citizens, the Service is working to build better
communities for people and nature.

Land and Land and Land and Land and Land and WWWWWaaaaater Conserter Conserter Conserter Conserter Conservvvvvaaaaation Fundtion Fundtion Fundtion Fundtion Fund
Through the Land and Water Conservation Fund grants-in-aid

program, the National Park Service channels federal funds to state and local
governments for outdoor recreation and conservation projects. Almost $2.6
million federal LWCF funds have been apportioned to Idaho since 2000 and
have been used to fund such projects as the Canfield Sports Complex in
Coeur d’Alene and a new restroom at Eagle Island State Park.

RiRiRiRiRivvvvvererererers and s and s and s and s and TTTTTrrrrrails Conserails Conserails Conserails Conserails Conservvvvvaaaaation tion tion tion tion AssistanceAssistanceAssistanceAssistanceAssistance
Through this technical assistance program, NPS works with state and

local governments and private organizations to protect rivers, establish trails
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and find other innovative ways to promote conservation and recreation.
Recent projects include a greenway along Paradise Creek in Moscow and a
recreational opportunity project along the middle Snake River.

FFFFFederederederederederal Sural Sural Sural Sural Surplus Rplus Rplus Rplus Rplus Real Preal Preal Preal Preal Properoperoperoperopertytytytyty
The Service provides for the transfer of lands no longer needed by the

federal government to states and communities for parks and recreation.

NaNaNaNaNational Ritional Ritional Ritional Ritional Rivvvvvererererersssss
The Service maintains a National Rivers Inventory and studies

outstanding rivers for addition to the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System.

NaNaNaNaNational tional tional tional tional TTTTTrrrrrailsailsailsailsails
The Service works with federal, state and local governments to

designate and protect components of the National Trails System. The
Oregon, Nez Perce, California and Lewis and Clark National Historic Trails
are examples of long distance trails that pass through Idaho and the
Continental Divide National Scenic Trail follows the crest of the Rockies
along Idaho’s border with Montana. There are also many local National
Recreation Trails in the National Trails System, including 40 in Idaho.

NaNaNaNaNational National National National National Naturturturturtural Landmaral Landmaral Landmaral Landmaral Landmarksksksksks
On public or private land, National Natural Landmarks illustrate the

geologic and ecological character of the United States. The Service identifies
and maintains a registry of these sites, including 11 in Idaho.

NaNaNaNaNational Historic Landmartional Historic Landmartional Historic Landmartional Historic Landmartional Historic Landmarksksksksks
Similarly, the Service identifies National Historic Landmarks, the

treasured reminders of our nation’s history and culture. City of Rocks, Fort
Hall and Weippe Prairie are examples of National Historic Landmarks in
Idaho.

NaNaNaNaNational Rtional Rtional Rtional Rtional Reeeeegister ofgister ofgister ofgister ofgister of Historic Places Historic Places Historic Places Historic Places Historic Places
Places of state and local significance, as well as those of national

significance, are listed in the National Register, the official list of the nation’s
cultural resources worthy of preservation.

Among the National Register sites in Idaho are Granite Pass and the
Caribou County Courthouse in Soda Springs.
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FFFFFederederederederederal Sural Sural Sural Sural Surplus Rplus Rplus Rplus Rplus Real Preal Preal Preal Preal Properoperoperoperopertytytytyty
The Service helps communities create new parks and recreation areas by

transferring lands no longer needed by the federal government to state and
local governments.  This ensures public access to properties and stewardship
of the properties’ natural, cultural and recreational resources.  Examples of
parks in Idaho that have benefited from this program include Farragut State
Park and Lincoln Road Park in Idaho Falls.

NaNaNaNaNational Ritional Ritional Ritional Ritional Rivvvvvererererersssss
The Service maintains a National Rivers Inventory (NRI), which is a

listing of more than 3,400 free-flowing river segments in the United States
that are believed to possess one or more “outstandingly remarkable” natural
or cultural values. The Service also studies rivers for addition to the National
Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Designated rivers receive protection from
federal projects that would alter the river’s free-flowing character or have a
direct and adverse effect on the river’s outstanding resources. Idaho has some
of the national’s most celebrated wild rivers, including the Salmon, Snake
and Selway.

NaNaNaNaNational National National National National Naturturturturtural Landmaral Landmaral Landmaral Landmaral Landmarksksksksks
On public or private land, National Natural Landmarks illustrate the

geologic and ecological character of the United States.  The Service identifies
and maintains a registry of these sites, including 11 in Idaho.  One example
found in Idaho is Niagara Springs National Natural Landmark, which
illustrates a large spring set emanating from the Snake River Plain aquifer.

NaNaNaNaNational Historic Landmartional Historic Landmartional Historic Landmartional Historic Landmartional Historic Landmarksksksksks
Similarly, the Service identifies National Historic Landmarks, the

treasured reminders of our nation’s history and culture. City of Rocks,
Fort Hall and Weippe Prairie are examples of the 10 National Historic
Landmarks located in Idaho.
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US US US US US ArArArArArmmmmmy Cory Cory Cory Cory Corps ofps ofps ofps ofps of
EngineerEngineerEngineerEngineerEngineersssss

The Army Corps of Engineers is the steward of the lands and waters at
Corps water resources projects. Its Natural Resources Management Mission
is to manage and conserve those natural resources, consistent with ecosystem
management principles, while providing quality public outdoor recreation
experiences to serve the needs of present and future generations.

In all aspects of natural and cultural resources management the Corps
promotes awareness of environmental values and adheres to sound
environmental stewardship, protection, compliance and restoration practices.
The Corps manages for long-term public access to, and use of the natural
resources in cooperation with other federal, state, and local agencies as well
as the private sector.

The Corps integrates the management of diverse natural resources
components such as fish, wildlife, forests, wetlands, grasslands, soil, air, and
water with the provision of public recreation opportunities. The Corps
conserves natural resources and provides public recreation opportunities that
contribute to the quality of American life.

Challenges
• Provide quality recreational opportunities with declining resources
• Accommodate increasing and more diverse recreational use
• Monitor and protect natural resources
• Accommodate recreational users with varied physical capabilities
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BurBurBurBurBureau ofeau ofeau ofeau ofeau of Land Land Land Land Land
ManaManaManaManaManagggggementementementementement
VVVVVision:ision:ision:ision:ision:

Our overall vision is, “People renewing their relationships with the land
and respecting local cultures while enjoying quality recreation activities.”
BLM aspires to be recognized as:

• A steward committed to safeguarding the ecological sustainability
and providing quality outdoor recreation opportunities commensurate with
the capability of the resource base in accommodating public needs.

• An innovator ensuring that present and future generations continue
to enjoy recreational, economic, social, cultural, and aesthetic benefits from
public lands.

• A leader in providing quality wildland recreation opportunities that
encourages freedom with responsibility:

• Freedom to pursue unstructured recreation opportunities.
• Responsibility     to use public lands wisely and to respect other visitors

and local residents.
• An open partner in working with other provides to meet outdoor

recreation needs across a much broader spectrum than is found with the role
of BLM recreation management.

Mission:Mission:Mission:Mission:Mission:
Sustain healthy land and water resources while providing quality

outdoor recreation services.
Sharing the responsibility for stewardship of public lands and

waterways with our partners and visitors.
Caring for all aspects of healthy ecosystems including our customers

and quality of life in our communities.

Roles and Responsibilities as Related to Outdoor
Recreation and Tourism

BLM will:
• Strive to meet the social and economic needs of present and future

generations.  Among other things, healthy ecosystems provide settings where
present and future visitors have opportunities for high quality recreation
experiences; local communities retain their cultural and economic health and
integrity, and natural systems remain functional and healthy.

• Emphasize resource-dependent recreation opportunities that typify
the vast western landscapes.  Although BLM manages a wide range of
activities and settings, BLM lands are noted for the undeveloped, wild nature
of recreation opportunities.  The agency strives to customize the
management of each local area according to its own unique attributes.  Most
recreation-related development will protect resource values and serve as
staging areas for resource-based use.
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• Stress partnership and low investment resource-dependent
opportunities such as back country byways, watchable wildlife, multiple use
trails, and waterways.  We will concentrate on providing quality recreation
opportunities in cooperation with other providers.

• Place continued emphasis on providing quality recreation
opportunities including attaining universal accessibility in recreation sites,
facilities, and programs.

Three guiding principles will serve as the basis for planning and
decision making:

1. Providing quality public service
2. Promoting collaborative leadership and shared responsibility
3. Improving the way we do business

Customer PrCustomer PrCustomer PrCustomer PrCustomer Profofofofofile:ile:ile:ile:ile:
The majority of visitors to Idaho BLM public lands are residents of

Idaho; however, a large number of recreationists also come from neighboring
states.  Recreation visits in 2002 totaled 6,155,910.  Over the past five years,
Idaho BLM has experienced more than a 23 percent increase in recreation
participants.  Hunting/fishing and water-related uses have risen over 23
percent and 70 percent, respectively.  Camping, viewing or learning about
the environment, hunting, fishing, and driving for pleasure are the most
popular activities engaged in by recreationists on BLM lands.  Idaho BLM
also administers over 100 active commercial and competitive special
recreation permits with an additional 550 permits issued for special area,
individual, vendor, or organized group use.
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Bureau of Reclamation
Vision:

Through leadership, use of technical expertise, efficient operations,
responsive customer service and the creativity of people, the Department of
the Interior’s Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) will seek to protect local
economies and preserve natural resources and ecosystems through the
effective use of water.

Mission:
To manage, develop and protect water and related resources in an

environmentally sound manner in the interest of the American public.

Roles and Responsibilities as Related to Outdoor
Recreation

Reclamation was created to help sustain the economy and improve the
quality of life in the 17 Western States by providing reliable supplies of water
and energy.  Since 1902, Reclamation has been developing an infrastructure
of dams, hydroelectric power plants and water conveyance facilities to help
accomplish this task.  This infrastructure also provides flood protection, fish
and wildlife habitat, river regulation, water quality protection and
improvement and recreation.

More than 300 recreation areas have been created by Reclamation
projects in the 17 Western States.  Idaho’s share is 22 areas and of that
number only two areas are directly operated and managed by Reclamation–
Black Canyon and Little Wood.  Partnership agreements with city, county,
state and other federal agencies provide for the operation and management
of the remaining 20 areas.  In addition to these developed recreation areas,
Reclamation projects have created new recreation opportunities on the rivers
downstream of the dams.  Fishing, rafting and other activities are popular
pastimes below reclamation dams, which have transformed some of the
rivers into world-class trout fisheries.

RRRRReclamationeclamationeclamationeclamationeclamation’’’’’s rs rs rs rs responsibilities:esponsibilities:esponsibilities:esponsibilities:esponsibilities:

· To diversify the opportunities for safe and enjoyable outdoor
recreation experiences for all of its visitors.

· To make all recreation areas it manages and those of our partners
accessible to all individuals.

· To work in partnership with the private sector and with the State and
Local governments and other Federal agencies to enhance the visitor’s
experience in Idaho.

· It is our goal to improve our ability to provide high-quality
recreation facilities and services to the public.

· To be recognized as a key federal resource management agency,
whose actions benefit on-site recreation consumers, as well as downstream
recreation and natural resource interests.
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· To obtain support from the public, the administration and the
Congress as a major provider of recreation opportunities and an equal
partner when competing with other federal agencies for funds related to
outdoor recreation and resource management.

Customer PrCustomer PrCustomer PrCustomer PrCustomer Profofofofofileileileileile
Reclamation’s customers are primarily Idaho residents but the agency

does get many people visiting from surrounding states, as well as frequent
visitors from other countries and cross-country travelers.  Increased
population has sent many recreationists to our more remote locations to get
away from the crowds at the popular recreation attractions.

Reclamation-based activities are generally water-related — boating,
fishing, swimming and water-skiing — but many of our facilities also
include camping, picnicking, hunting, bird watching, and some trail-related
activities such as hiking, horseback riding and mountain biking.  Some of
our reservoirs also offer ice fishing during winter months.

Like many other water-based recreation sites, Reclamation’s attract
crowds on weekends and holidays.  Visiting our sites on weekdays would
offer more available sites and greater freedom to enjoy the water and
associated facilities.

RRRRResouresouresouresouresources:ces:ces:ces:ces:
OOOOOutdoor Rutdoor Rutdoor Rutdoor Rutdoor Recrecrecrecrecreation Reation Reation Reation Reation Resouresouresouresouresourcecececece NNNNNumberumberumberumberumber
Campgrounds 11
Day-Use Areas 16
Visitor Centers   1
Boat Launch Sites 17
Wildlife Managed Areas 10
Historical Site   1

Total Acres in Idaho - 76,236

Total acres include all lands owned by Bureau of Reclamation, however
the facility numbers do not reflect those sites operated and managed by
Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
and USFS.

Long-Range Goals
·  To provide quality recreational opportunities and facilities for public

use on Reclamation project lands and waters.
·  To obtain support from the public, the administration and Congress

as a major provider of recreation opportunities and an equal partner when
competing with other federal agencies for funds related to outdoor
recreation and resource management.

·  To provide access for people with disabilities.
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Challenges

·  Existing legislation encourages development and management on
Reclamation project lands with non-federal managing partnerships, but
limits Reclamation’s authority to operate and maintain its recreation facilities
to minimum, basic health and safety requirements at self-managed recreation
facilities.

·  Reclamation can expect to have more projects turned back from
managing partners due to funding shortages.  Turn backs are most often due
to the high cost of maintaining aging facilities.

·  Reclamation is currently not included in the Fee Demo program and
Reclamation has no authority to retain and re-use user fees, with few
exceptions.

·  Reclamation is not authorized to retain user fees collected at its self-
managed recreation facilities for site-specific recreation facility
improvements, or to cover its operation and maintenance costs.
Reclamation has no authority to sell maps, publications, etc.

·  Private exclusive uses, such as trailer, mobile home and cabin sites,
need to be phased out as appropriate.
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US Forest Service
Vision:
· We are recognized nationally and internationally as a leader in caring for

the land and serving people.
· We are a multicultural and diverse organization.
· Employees work in a caring and nurturing environment where leadership

is shared.
· All employees are respected, accepted, and appreciated for their unique

and important contribution to the mission.
· The work is interesting, challenging, rewarding, and fun—more than just

a job!
· We are an efficient and productive organization that excels in achieving its

mission.
· Employees and partners share responsibility and accountability for

excellence.
· The American people can count on the Forest Service to perform.

Mission:
In 1998, Forest Service Chief Mike Dombeck unveiled the agency’s

Natural Resource Agenda for the 21st century. The agenda’s four emphasis
areas are watershed restoration and maintenance, sustainable forest
ecosystem management, forest roads, and recreation.

The Forest Service will concentrate on five key recreation goals:
· Improving the settings for outdoor recreation and enhancing visitor

experiences.
· Guaranteeing visitor satisfaction with our services and facilities.
· Reaching out to rural and urban communities to capitalize on the social

and economic opportunities associated with recreation on the national
forests.

· Strengthening our relationships with those who cooperate with us to
improve outdoor recreation for all Americans.

· Ensuring that recreation use does not impair the land’s health.

The phrase, “CARING FOR THE LAND AND SERVING
PEOPLE,” captures the Forest Service mission.  As set forth in law, the
mission is to achieve quality land management under the sustainable
multiple-use management concept to meet the diverse needs of people.  It
includes:
· Advocating a conservation ethic in promoting the health, productivity,

diversity, and beauty of forests and associated lands.
· Listening to people and responding to their diverse needs in making

decisions.
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Roles and Responsibilities as Related to Outdoor
Recreation

Congress established the Forest Service in 1905 to provide quality water
and timber for the nation’s benefit. Over the years, the public has expanded
the list of what they want from national forests and grasslands. Congress
responded by directing the Forest Service to manage national forests for
additional multiple uses and benefits, and for the sustained yield of
renewable resources such as water, forage, wildlife, wood, and recreation.
Multiple use means managing resources under the best combination of uses
to benefit the American people while ensuring the productivity of the land
and protecting the quality of the environment.

In terms of recreation, the primary goal of the Forest Service is to
protect and restore the settings for outdoor recreation experiences that
millions of Americans have come to expect and enjoy.  The substantial
maintenance backlog must be reduced while preserving and expanding the
spectrum of outdoor recreation opportunities available.  The Forest Service is
responsible for the following:
· Providing high-quality recreation opportunities by providing customers

with a suitable setting for recreation and maintaining the desired
ecosystem condition.

· Increasing customer service satisfaction and education of Americans about
their public lands.

· Protecting the long-term productivity and integrity of the landscape.
· Providing clean water and productive fish habitat to accommodate

recreational fishing.
· Striving to ensure the safety and security of forest visitors by focusing on

reducing criminal activity and preventing problems from natural hazards,
such as avalanches.

· Striving to maintain trails, developed sites, and undeveloped areas to
Meaningful Measures standards, which are self-imposed mandates that
will allow the Forest Service to meet customers’ expectations.
Appropriations are not sufficient to meet these standards, therefore,
priority is given to meeting health, sanitation, and accessibility standards.

· Working closely with partners to give people recreational information and
services. Through natural resource interpretation and conservation
education, customers may learn how to enhance their experiences with
minimum impact on the land.

· Maintaining cooperative projects such as the National Recreation
Reservation Service so that people are able to obtain information and
make reservations through comprehensive channels.

· Expanding our cooperative efforts in technology through our Technology
and Development Centers.

· Utilizing existing tools, such as public/private ventures and the Recreation
Fee Demonstration Program.

· Collaborating with communities, the private sector, and other agencies to
build recreational programs, facilities, and services that contribute to local
economies and quality of life.
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· Maintaining a database called INFRASTRUCTURE, which includes all
available information on trails, developed sites, and undeveloped areas.

· Through interpretive exhibits and signs, providing a window through
which Americans can experience their heritage and learn about the land.

· Managing resources through nationally designated systems such as the
National Wild and Scenic River System, the National Wilderness Area
System, and Scenic Byways.

The Forest Service manages ten national forests in Idaho.  They
includes: the Boise, Clearwater, Salmon-Challis, Sawtooth, Caribou-Targhee,
Nez Perce, Idaho Panhandle, Payette, and portions of the Bitterroot and
Wallowa-Whitman.

There are two National Recreation Areas (NRA) in Idaho:  The
Sawtooth NRA which is part of the Sawtooth National Forest, and a portion
of the Hells Canyon NRA, which is part of the Wallowa-Whitman National
Forest.  An NRA is designated by Congress for its outstanding plant and
animal communities, geological features, scenic grandeur, or other special
features.  These areas are managed to emphasize their recreational values.

There are five Congressionally designated wildernesses in Idaho’s
national forests:  The Frank Church River of No Return, Gospel Hump,
Hells Canyon, Sawtooth, and Selway-Bitterroot.  Most of these are managed
by several different national forests.  A wilderness is a large area where
natural ecosystem processes operate freely and where primeval character and
influence are retained.  Humans are merely visitors and their presence is
hardly noticeable.  There are outstanding opportunities for solitude and
primitive recreation.

There are seven wild and scenic rivers in Idaho, including portions of
the Clearwater, Rapid, Snake, Middle Fork Salmon, Lochsa, and the Selway
rivers.

There are 320 miles of Scenic Byways in Idaho National Forests.  These
roads offer glimpses of the most scenic, historic, and culturally significant
resources.  Driving for pleasure is one of the most popular forms of
recreation in the national forests.

Customer PrCustomer PrCustomer PrCustomer PrCustomer Profofofofofileileileileile
Although there are a great many tourists from other states and countries

who recreate on national forests, Idaho residents are the most common
visitors.  Annually, Idaho’s national forests receive 8-10 million visits.  Rapid
growth in Idaho’s cities and increased tourism have resulted in increased
recreation use.  The Forest Service is responsible for maintaining and
constructing trails and developed facilities. Much assistance with this effort is
received from volunteers and IDPR grant programs.

Summer activities include camping (in either developed or dispersed
sites), fishing, and boating.  Trail uses include hiking and horseback riding,
motorcycles, ATVs, and mountain bike riding.  River activities include
rafting, kayaking, and canoeing.  In addition to cutting firewood, forest
visitors collect other forest products, such as berries and mushrooms.

In the spring and fall, big game hunters visit the national forests to stalk
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deer, elk, moose, black bear and mountain goats.  Bird hunters chase grouse
and wild turkey.

In the winter, forest roads become snowmobile or cross country ski
trails with the help of partners who do the grooming.  Several ski resorts are
operated under special use permit which offer excellent alpine skiing
opportunities.

Year-round visitors view natural scenery and wildlife.  Several cabins
and fire lookout buildings are rented to the general public for recreation use.

Other actvities operating under special use permits include:  Recreation
residences, outfitters/guides, resorts, and campground operation.

Resources

OOOOOutdoor Rutdoor Rutdoor Rutdoor Rutdoor Recrecrecrecrecreation Reation Reation Reation Reation Resouresouresouresouresourcecececece NNNNNumberumberumberumberumber MMMMMilesilesilesilesiles
Campgrounds 419
Boating Sites   73
Picnic Sites   70
Recreation Residences 634
Rental Cabins   37
Resorts/Ski Areas   23
Forest Roads 30,000+
Motorized trails   9,376
Non-Motorized Trails 10,457
Scenic Byways      340

TTTTTotal Aotal Aotal Aotal Aotal Acrcrcrcrcres Mes Mes Mes Mes Managed in Ianaged in Ianaged in Ianaged in Ianaged in Idaho:  20,437,559daho:  20,437,559daho:  20,437,559daho:  20,437,559daho:  20,437,559
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service mission is to conserve, protect and
enhance fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats for the continuing
benefit of the American people.

The Service manages two ecological services offices, seven National
Wildlife Refuges, two National Fish Hatcheries, and several fish health
centers in Idaho. The agency enforces federal wildlife laws, administers the
Endangered Species Act, manages migratory bird populations, restores
nationally significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife habitat such as
wetlands, and helps foreign governments with their conservation efforts. It
also oversees the federal aid program that distributes hundreds of millions of
dollars in excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state fish and
wildlife agencies.

http://idahoes.fws.gov
e-mail: FW1SRBOComment@fws.gov

Snake River Fish and Wildlife Office
1387 S. Vinnell Way, Room 368
Boise ID 83709
208-378-5243
FAX : 208-378-5262

Eastern Idaho Field Office
4425 Burley Dr., Suite A
Chubbuck ID 83202
208-237-6975
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Idaho Conservation Data
Center

The Idaho Conservation Data Center (CDC) collects, analyzes,
maintains, and disseminates scientific information necessary for the
management and conservation of Idaho’s biological diversity.  The CDC’s
operating philosophy is to provide accurate, comprehensive, and timely
information on Idaho’s rare plants and animals, plant communities, and
conservation sites to decision makers at the earliest stages of land
management planning.

The CDC was formerly known as the Idaho Natural Heritage Program
which was established in 1984 as a cooperative effort by the Idaho
Department of Fish and Game, the Idaho Department of Parks and
Recreation, and The Nature Conservancy.  There are Heritage programs in
each state and they all use standardized methodology to manage biological
data.

Funding for the CDC is provided by a variety of state and federal
natural resource agencies including the Idaho Department of Fish and
Game, Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation, Bureau of Land
Management, U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U. S. Forest Service, and
Bonneville Power Administration. The Nature Conservancy has given
financial assistance to the CDC since its inception.

The CDC Database
Idaho’s Biological and Conservation Data System is comprised of

several related databases which contain site-specific information on rare
plants and animals, plant communities, conservation sites, and wetland and
terrestrial habitats.  The CDC is in the process of converting from a largely
tabular database management system to a GIS-based system.  CDC has
adopted NatureServe’s globally recognized GIS-based mapping tool called
BIOTICS and will be using it in combination with the new Heritage Data
Management System (HDMS) by early 2003.  By providing a seamless link
between tabular databases and the GIS, the BIOTICS/HDMS system of
data management will allow quick updating of information on CDC’s
website.

WWWWWetlandsetlandsetlandsetlandsetlands
Since 1994 the Idaho Department of Fish and Game, through the

CDC, has been using     wetland program development grants from the US
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to enhance existing state wetlands
information systems.  Wetlands related data is compiled at two scales.  Broad
scale data, based on the National Wetlands Inventory, have been made
available for portions of the state in digital format. Fine scale data on
biologically significant wetlands or wetland conservation sites includes
information on plant associations and special status plant and animal species.
These grants have been responsible for increasing recognition of the diversity
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of wetland and riparian systems in Idaho, discovery of new and important
populations of rare (including those listed Threatened) species, and
leveraging of additional public and private resources for wetlands
conservation.  In addition, the grants began the process to allow CDC to
more efficiently deliver wetlands information to users via the Internet and
other electronic media.  CDC is developing a centralized wetland
information system that will service a variety of users, including federal,
state, county, and municipal agencies, and private businesses, organizations
and individuals.  The comprehensive nature of the information system will
allow regulators and other users to assess the conservation value of wetland
communities, as well as identify protection priorities and mitigation and
restoration opportunities.

The information is also used to develop watershed-based Wetland
Conservation Strategies.  This includes summaries of the type and extent of
wetlands based on digital National Wetlands Inventory Data, a key to
wetland and riparian plant associations, descriptions of selected wetland and
riparian plant associations, and description of selected wetland conservation
sites in watersheds.  Hard copies of the conservation strategies are distributed
to interested parties as they are completed, and are available online.

Conservation Data Center
Idaho Department of Fish and Game
PO Box 25
Boise ID 83707-0025
208-334-3402
www2.state.id.us/fishgame/info/cdc/cdc.htm
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Idaho Association of
Counties

Founded in 1976 the Idaho Association of Counties (IAC)     is a non-
partisan, non-profit service organization dedicated to the improvement of
county government. IAC serves as a spokesperson  for counties at the state
and national levels and acts as a liaison between counties and other levels of
government - through research, training and lobbying. IAC strives to build a
closer fellowship among county officials of Idaho.

The main objective of IAC shall be to coordinate the administrative
programs of IAC by: Associating the counties, county officials and county
officials associations of the state of Idaho into an association for the purposes
of cooperative promotion of the interests of county government in Idaho
and coordinating the programs of member associations. The affiliate
associations under IAC are: Idaho Association of Commissioners and Clerks,
Idaho Association of County Recorders and Clerks, Idaho Association of
County Treasurers, Idaho Association of County Assessors, Idaho Sheriffs’
Association, Idaho Prosecuting Attorneys Association and the Idaho State
Association of County Coroners.

Other IAC objectives include submitting annual reports to the
Governor and the State Legislature recommending procedural changes which
would increase the efficiency of county government; collecting, compiling
and distributing information about government and administration of
county affairs to county officials and studying standardization in an effort to
reduce costs and increase the efficiency of operation; providing a forum for
the discussing of subjects vital to the conduct of county offices; establishing
good lines of communication with the Idaho State Legislature so that said
body shall have the benefit of the knowledge and experience of the county
officials when studying proposed legislation directly affecting their offices
and counties; presenting and promoting legislation believed to be beneficial
to counties, the state and the citizens thereof; and opposing legislation which
the county officials believe to be detrimental thereto; and working toward
the prevention of loss of fundamental county rights and removal of such
rights as are inherent to the county government for investiture in other
branches of government.

IAC has staff available to assist county elected officials on all issues
affecting county government. Staff liaisons are responsible for policy,
including areas of transportation, health and human services, environment,
energy, land use, justice, public safety, public lands and intergovernmental
affairs. Contact information the Idaho Association of Counties is as follows:

P. O. Box 1623
700 W. Washington
Boise, Idaho 83701
(208) 345.9126
(208) 345.0379 fax
www.idcounties.org
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LLLLLWWWWWCF inCF inCF inCF inCF in
IdahoIdahoIdahoIdahoIdaho

LLLLLWWWWWCF inCF inCF inCF inCF in
IdahoIdahoIdahoIdahoIdaho
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LWCF Federal Funding Summary for Idaho 

Land Parcel  Year  Appropriation 

Big Wood River    

  1991  $198,952.00  

  

  Total: $198,952.00 

Blackwell Island    

  1990  $500,000.00  

  1991  $248,690.00  

  

  Total: $748,690.00 

Bruneau River    

  1990  $40,000.00  

  

  Total: $40,000.00 

Cache National Forest    

  1993  $39,660.00  

  

  Total: $39,660.00 

City of Rocks National Reserve    

  1996  $600,000.00  

  

  Total: $600,000.00 
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Clearwater National Forest  

  1992  $148,100.00  

  

  Total: $148,100.00 

Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument    

  1998  $800,000.00  

  

  Total: $800,000.00 

Hells Canyon National Recreation Area    

  1978  $3,000,000.00 

  1979  $6,000,000.00 

  1991  $298,428.00  

  1991  $2,486,900.00 

  1992  $1,481,100.00 

  1994  ($300,000.00)  

  

  Total: $12,966,428.00

Hulls Gulch    

  1993  $619,688.00  

  

  Total: $619,688.00 

Idaho - Other Fish and Wildlife Service Lands    

  1993  $793,200.00  

  

  Total: $793,200.00 

Idaho - Other Forest Service Lands    

  1966  $300,000.00  

  1988  $675,000.00  

  1997  $750,000.00  

  1998  $1,500,000.00 

  

  Total: $3,225,000.00 
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 Idaho Lands 1993  $4,164,300.00 

  1994  $1,450,000.00 

  1995  $1,497,135.00 

  1996  $1,850,000.00 

  1999  $700,000.00  

  

  Total: $9,661,435.00 

Kaniksu National Forest    

  1965  $500,000.00  

  

  Total: $500,000.00 

Kootenai National Forest    

  1992  $1,184,880.00 

  

  Total: $1,184,880.00 

Lower Salmon River Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern  

  

  1991  $1,440,412.00 

  1995  $748,568.00  

  

  Total: $2,188,980.00 

Middle Fork Clearwater Wild and Scenic River    

  1976  $1,120,000.00 

  1980  $900,000.00  

  1991  $273,559.00  

  

  Total: $2,293,559.00 

Middle Fork Salmon Wild and Scenic River    

  1976  $400,000.00  

  1980  $600,000.00  

  1982  $288,000.00  

  

  Total: $1,288,000.00 
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 Nez Perce National Historic Park 1967  $440,000.00  

  1994  $300,000.00  

  1999  $500,000.00  

  

  Total: $1,240,000.00 

Saint Joe Wild and Scenic River    

  1980  $1,000,000.00 

  

  Total: $1,000,000.00 

Salmon Wild and Scenic River    

  1978  $390,000.00  

  1985  $1,470,000.00 

  1994  $1,700,000.00 

  

  Total: $3,560,000.00 

Sawtooth National Forest    

  1985  $3,920,000.00 

  1986  $1,988,000.00 

  1998  $1,800,000.00 

  

  Total: $7,708,000.00 

Sawtooth National Recreation Area    

  1975  $2,000,000.00 

  1976  $6,300,000.00 

  1980  $9,500,000.00 

  1981  $3,936,000.00 

  1982  $3,840,000.00 

  1983  $4,000,000.00 

  1983  $4,700,000.00 

  1984  $2,500,000.00 

  1992  $667,482.00  

  1997  $800,000.00  

  1999  $1,500,000.00 

  

  Total: $39,743,482.00
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 Snake River/Birds of Prey National Conservation Area 1991  $152,198.00  

  1991  $451,621.00  

  1992  $444,330.00  

  

  Total: $1,048,149.00 

Three Island Crossing/Oregon NHT    

  1998  $600,000.00  

  

  Total: $600,000.00 

Upper Snake/South Fork Snake River    

  1998  $2,000,000.00 

  1999  $750,000.00  

  

  Total: $2,750,000.00 

Wolf Lodge/Beauty Bay    

  1992  $118,488.00  

 

Federal LWCF Total for Idaho: $95,064,691.00Federal LWCF Total for Idaho, 1965-1999
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Federal LWCF Funds Granted for Idaho, 2000-2002, by Year
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State Land and Water Conservation Funds Granted in
Idaho, 1965-2002 by  County
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Introduction
In 2000 the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation contracted to

have a survey conducted that would somewhat mirror the 1994 Idaho
Department of Parks and Recreation User Survey.  One of the primary
purposes of the 2000 study was to understand changes in user preferences, if
any between 1994 and 2000.

The 2000 study had identical objectives, including:
· Gaining a better understanding of the needs of recreational user

groups.
· Understanding how users would rank criteria that the Department

uses (or could use) to award grant money.
· Gather information regarding why users chose recreational locations

that they do.
· Determine the variety of activities in which users participant while

recreating in Idaho.
Additional objectives of the 2000 study included:
· Gather basic economic impact data to quantify spending and

economic impact of recreational activities and to try to estimate tax revenues
from those activities.

There were four user groups surveyed.   These groups include RV
owners, Off-highway motorcycle owners and all-terrain vehicle (ATV)
owners (combined as one group for this study), snowmobile owners and
boat owners.   In the 1994 Recreational User Survey off-highway motorcycle
owners and all-terrain vehicle (ATV) owners were surveyed separately.

These groups are typical user populations that the Bureau of Recreation
Resources of the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation serves on an
annual basis.

At the beginning of the study the populations of each of the user
groups were as follows:

· ATV / Off-highway motorcycle owners   - 50,771
· Recreational vehicle (RV) owners – 85,227
· Snowmobile owners – 47,502
· Boat owners – 85,000
As in the 1994 survey, it should be noted, that only owners that had

registered their units with the State of Idaho were a part of our sample
population.  Random samples were taken from each of the populations and
the total number of surveys mailed to each user group was as follows:

· ATV  - 1,110 surveys mailed
· RV owners – 1200 surveys mailed
· Snowmobile – 990 surveys mailed
· Boat owners – 1200 surveys mailed
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The number of surveys returned and the percentages of return from
each user group are as follows:

· ATV & Trail bike users – 288 returned  = 25.9%
· RV users – 203 returned = 16.9%
· Snowmobile users - 269 returned = 27.2 %
· Boat users - 254 returned = 21.2%
A total of 4500 surveys were mailed, with a total of 1,014 returned or

an overall return rate between the four groups of 22.5%.
This document contains a summary of the results of each of the

different survey groups,.  For additional information regarding this study,
please contact The Strategy Group, P.O. Box 5152, Boise, ID 83705, 208-
336-2775 phone or 208-395-0777 Fax.

2000 Boat User Survey Summary
In December 2000, the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation

mailed approximately 1,200 surveys to boat owners throughout the state of
Idaho.  Of those 1,200 surveys, 254 were returned for a 21.2% return rate.

The purpose of the study was to gather boater attitudes regarding the
needs of Idaho boaters, their perception of how grant money might be
awarded by the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation and to get an
approximation of the economic impact of boaters on Idaho’s economy.

What follows is a survey summary, a copy of the results of the survey
itself, a section outlining comments of boaters and a copy of the actual
survey instrument.

· Idaho boat users indicated they would like more new     docks and
launch facilities created throughout the state, along with more boat trailer
parking near the respective ramps.

· Also highly rated was the renovation of existing docks and launch
facilities.

· Users would like to see more restroom facilities built around launch
areas.

· Users would like to see the Department discourage increased use of
areas that are too crowded and spread out users.

· There is a desire for more boat safety education classes and perhaps a
newsletter regarding boating issues and new facilities.

· Overall, users were mixed about designating personal watercraft or
jet ski only areas, but they did have significant comments regarding setting a
minimum age to operate a boat or personal watercraft.  Over 77%
responded that a minimum age should be set for operating a boat or
personal watercraft, with that age being 16 years old.

· 41% of the respondents would support legislation to require a boat
safety education class to operate a boat. However only 25% indicated that a
boat operators license should be mandatory in the State of Idaho.
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· The average investment in boat and trailer was $12,669, with boat
values ranging from $200 to $76,000 as indicated by respondents.  This
means that an estimated $1.08 billion dollars currently resides in the capital
investment of boats and trailers within the State of Idaho.

· 49% of boaters indicated that they did purchase a SUV to
compliment their boating activity with an average cost of $20,796.

· 46% of respondents indicated that they purchased a RV to enhance
their boating activities at an average cost of $15,905 per RV.

· Overall it was estimated that Idaho boaters spent approximately
$3,225 per boat in their boating activities which equates to a total economic
impact of  $274.1 million dollars of spend during boating thus generating an
estimated $13.7 million dollars in Idaho sales tax revenue.

· Boaters indicated that for lodging and hotels, they spend
approximately $45.6 million per year, generating  $912,000 in lodging tax
revenue.

· Gasoline usage for boats within the state ranged from 256.46 gallons
per year to 581.76 gallons per year, which at a $1.50 per gallon offers an
estimated range of dollars spent on gasoline during activities to be from
$32.7 million to $74.2 million per year.

· The estimated amount of gas used by the tow vehicles per year
averaged 245.41 gallons or $368.12 per user each year, which contributes to
an estimated $31.3 million worth of gas (at an average of $1.50 per gallon)
purchased for tow vehicles during a single year.

OHV User Survey
In December of 2000, the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation

mailed out 1,100 surveys to ATV and trail bike owners throughout the state.
Of the 1,100 mailed surveys, 288 were returned for a return rate of 25.9%.

The intent of the survey was to gather opinions from ATV and trail
bike users regarding the needs of users in the State of Idaho. It was also to
gather comments and thoughts regarding grant criteria used by the Idaho
Department of Parks and Recreation in awarding grant money and to gather
basic information regarding the economic impact of OHV use in the state.

What follows in this section is a summary of the survey results, a copy
of the actual survey results, a section outlining comments of OHV users and
copy of the actual survey instrument itself.

· OHV users in the State of Idaho indicated the greatest need is to
provide more backcountry trail opportunities.  70.1% indicated that this was
greatly needed.  They also indicated that development of new OHV only
trails was greatly needed (52.5%).

· OHV users indicated a need for signage on and to trails, citing that
their ability to find and use trails would be much enhanced and that it
would be much safer knowing how to get to and from locations.

· OHV users in the State of Idaho would like to see existing trails
renovated and trails maintained better.

· OHV users would like to have OHV trails in State Parks.



269269269269269

Appendix

· Trail improvement ranked highest, with 52% of users indicating that
they felt that investing in trail improvement was very important, followed by
trail markings and signage at 43.1% as being very important.

· In an effort to spread out users, OHVers indicated that building
more trailheads in low use or remote areas would be important, as well as
building more trailheads in high use areas.

· Building restrooms near loading ramps and parking areas was rated
as somewhat important.

· Buying OHV equipment for agencies or helping to pay salaries of
law enforcement officers was ranked as a lower priority by users, although
they did indicated in written comments that they would like to have
confidence in the security of their parked vehicles and would like to see
reckless drivers and those riding under the influence of alcohol captured and
punished.

· 76% of OHVers indicated they had no personal safety concerns
while riding.  Others commented about the lack of courtesy on trails, the
danger that is posed by the introduction of grizzly bears or wolves and those
reckless operators who ride under the influence of alcohol.

· Only 28.5% of OHV users indicated they felt like OHV trails in
Idaho were being well maintained.

· OHVers choose where to ride based on the scenery, the availability of
trails and roads, the lack of other people and the variety of terrain available.

· Other activities participated in by OHVers include (the top five)
camping, hunting, RVing, sightseeing and motor-boating.

· The average investment in ATV’s was $8,539 and was $4,961 for
trail bikes.

· ATV users indicated they purchase approximately 84.2 gallons of gas
per ATV each year, with trail bikers purchasing 59.5 gallons per bike each
year.

· The combination of ATV and trail bike gas consumption would
total an estimated 3.7 million gallons of gas each year in the State of Idaho.

· 57% of respondents indicated that they purchased an SUV or pickup
because of their OHV activity, with the total capital investment being
approximately $1.47 million dollars.

· 53.6% of OHVers indicated that they had purchased an RV to
enhance their OHV activity, with a capital investment total of approximately
$391 million dollars.

· OHVers did not support a minimum age to operate an ATV or trail
bike.  51.5% said no.  Of those indicating that there should be a minimum
age set, the average age suggested would be 13.5 years old.

· The vast majority of riders in the state travel no more than 2 hours
to get to their riding location.  (66%)

· Overall, OHVers indicate that they spend approximately $2,657 per
year on OHV activities, which creates $134.9 million dollars in retail
spending and generates $6.7 million dollars in sales tax revenue annually.
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RV User Survey
In December of 2000, the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation

mailed surveys to approximately 1,200 recreational vehicle (RV) owners in
the state.  The purpose of survey was to collect information regarding the
needs of the RV user population in the State of Idaho. Also to help the
Department evaluate and rank criteria they could use to award grant money.
Additional information was gathered on the activities that RVers participate
in while RVing.

In addition to the items listed, basic economic data was gathered to
help understand the economic impact of RV activities in Idaho.

What follows in this report is a summary of the survey, a copy of the
actual survey results, comments from RV users and a copy of the survey
instrument.

· Constructing more dump stations rated as the most greatly needed
item indicated by RV users.

· Development of RV rest areas on State highways and the
construction of new RV campgrounds rated 2nd and 3rd highest as needs.

· RVers would like to see more pull - through sites in existing
campgrounds.  They would also like to see more primitive, non-campground
RV sites developed.

· RV owners (58.3%) indicated that they would not mind if RV
money was combined with other recreational activity money to create
trailheads, boat docks and other things that are commonly used by RVers.

· 71% of RVers indicated that they did not have personal safety
concerns while they are RVing.  They did indicate concerns about theft,
drunk drivers, and the introduction of wolves or grizzlies.

· Those with travel trailers (38.4%) were the larget user group, with
the second largest user group being that of 5th wheel trailers at 21.1%.

· 57% of RVers indicated that they travel less than 200 miles to the
farthest point of their trip.

· 57.7% of the time there are 2 individuals RVing.  Thie averages ages
are 53.3 and 51.2 years respectively.

· 47% of those that pull a trailer or 5th wheel indicated that they did
purchase a vehicle specifically to pull their RV, with an average price of
$26,531 per vehicle.

· Of those owning a motor home, 20% indicated they purchased a car
to tow behind the motor home with an average value of $12,785 for the
automobile.

· RVers indicated that they spend approximately $2,725 per year while
RVing.  This creates $232.3 million dollars of retail spending and generates
$11.6 million dollars in State Tax revenue annually.

· All but 11% of the RVers who responded did not know where the
closest RV dump was to their home.

· RVers prefer their favorite campsite because of scenery, quietness,
fishing opportunities, cleanliness and maintenance and safety.
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2000 Snowmobile User Survey
In December of 2000, the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation

mailed surveys to 990 snowmobile owners throughout the State of Idaho.
Of those 990 surveys, 269 were returned for a 27.2% return rate.    The
objective of mailing the surveys was to gain a better understanding of
snowmobile users needs and to help the Department understand how users
rank criteria that is used by the Department to issue grant money.

The surveys were also used to gather information regarding the
locations that snowmobilers prefer and to help determine what other kinds
of activities snowmobilers participate in while recreating in Idaho. The final
objective of the survey was to gather basic economic information and to
understand the economic impact of snowmobiling in Idaho.

· The greatest need indicated by snowmobilers was the development
of new parking areas near trailheads and the enlargement of existing parking.
Users indicated that there is simply not enough parking at trailheads to
accommodate current user loads.

· As it relates to safety, snowmobilers would like to see better signage
on trails to minimize the opportunity of getting lost.

· Snowmobilers would like to see the trails maintained better and have
more trails for backcountry riding opportunities.

· Snowmobilers indicated that they would like to see restrooms near
trailheads.

· Users felt that it was important to build more parking in high use
areas and build more trailheads in high use areas with 55% and 45%
indicating that this was very important respectively.

· The creation or development of loading ramps was not a high
priority for Idaho snowmobilers.

· Of all the user groups surveyed in December of 2000, search and
rescue ranked highest among snowmobilers.  This is consistent with the
snowmobiler’s attitudes that they are in a more dangerous environment than
motor boaters, RVers or OHV operators.

· Snowmobilers were particularly negative about federal agencies
receiving snowmobile funds with 60.1% indicating that they would not
support it.

· 59.5% of snowmobilers indicated that snowmobile money could be
used in combination projects to create boat docks, RV sites or other facilities
in which they participate.

· 74% of the snowmobilers indicated they have no safety concerns
while snowmobiling in Idaho.  The remaining 25.8% that indicated that
they had concerns about the introduction of wolves and grizzly bears as well
as the operation of sleds under the influence of alcohol and reckless driving.

· 52.4% of snowmobilers felt that Idaho snowmobile trails were being
well maintained.

· Snowmobilers choose their places to ride based on the following top
four items: variety of terrain, close to a cabin or home, easy access and few
people.
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· Snowmobilers also participate in a number of other activities
including camping, fishing, hunting, OHVing and motor boating.

· The average investment in snowmobiles reported was $11,021, with
their snowmobile trailer costing approximately $2,708.  These items
combined indicate that approximately $523.5 million dollars is currently
invested in snowmobile equipment in the State of Idaho.

· The average snowmobiler indicated that they purchased
approximately 36.5 gallons of gas for their tow vehicle per trip.

· It was indicated that the average snowmobiler purchases 152 gallons
of gas for each snowmobile each year.

· 46% of those surveyed indicated that they had purchased a SUV or
pickup because of their snowmobile activities with an average cost of
$24,700 per vehicle.

· Only 10% of the respondents indicated “yes” when asked if an
operator’s license should be required to operate a snowmobile. Only 31.5%
indicated that there should be a minimum age set to operate a snowmobile.
Of those responding that there should be a set age to operate a sled, 13 years
old was the age most often mentioned.

· 40% of the snowmobilers in Idaho take 16 or more trips with their
sleds per year.

· 60% of snowmobilers travel less than 1.5 hours one-way to get to
their riding area.

· Snowmobilers indicate that they spend approximately $3,411 per
year on snowmobile activities, which equates to $162 million dollars spent
per year generating $8.1 million dollars in sales tax revenue.
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EquestrianEquestrianEquestrianEquestrianEquestrian
SurSurSurSurSurvvvvveeeeeyyyyy

EquestrianEquestrianEquestrianEquestrianEquestrian
SurSurSurSurSurvvvvveeeeeyyyyy

In 2001 the Social Science Research Unit of the University of Idaho
conducted an equine survey in the state for the Idaho Horse Council. The

research (the report of which follows) found there were more than 234,000
horses in the state. It also indicated that more than $243 million was spent

annually in Idaho by equine owners. For recreation planners, the most
important finding of the research was that 55 percent of equine use in Idaho

is related to recreational pursuits (pleasure riding, packing/hunting and
endurance trail riding).

While there have been several attempts to identify a source of funding
for trails and trailhead amenities important to equestrians in recent years,

none have been successful. Because of that, equestrian needs remain
underserved in the state.
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Figure 2.  The geographical distribution of equine owners in Idaho
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Idaho State Parks Surveys
The Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation frequently surveys park

visitors to gauge their satisfaction with the parks and determine any new
needs they might have. In the past five years IDPR has surveyed visitors
three times.

MethodoloMethodoloMethodoloMethodoloMethodologggggyyyyy
Typically each camping park is given 100 camper surveys to distribute

on randomly selected days throughout the major use season (June through
September). Park rangers or seasonals leave surveys with campers at
randomly selected sites early in the evening, then return a couple of hours
later to pick them up.

All parks receive day use surveys to distribute. On randomly selected
days during the major use season, rangers and seasonals hand out one survey
to each car that enters the park. Visitors are asked to drop them off on the
way out. Since there is no second contact with day users, response is much
lower. We continue the process until a minimum of one hundred responses
are received per park.

While not a rigorously scientific process, the surveys give the
department an informal spot check on visitor attitudes and needs. The
biggest weakness in the survey is that only those who already come to parks
are questioned. They are biased toward respondent satisfaction with the park
as evidenced by their already deciding to use the facility. IDPR has
consistently neglected to survey those who do not use state parks to find out
what needs they may have that the agency could fulfill.

While future research will likely include contact with park users, it is
the intention of the Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation to survey the
broader population in order to get a better sense of unmet needs.
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IDPR Day Use Surveys, 1999-2001
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IDPR 1999-2001 Camper Surveys
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The CD ROM included with the 2003-2007 Idaho SCORTP has the entire docuent in PDF

format. In addition, it includes the entire Idaho GAP Analysis, county profiles of all 44 Idaho counties
and additional material that may prove helpful to planners. Just insert the CD into your computer. It
should start by itself. If it does not, select your CD drive in your file manager program and double click
on the SCORTP icon.
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